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MONROE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
STUDENTS

BOARD POLICY 5431

SUBSTANCE ABUSE

The board recognizes that the abuse of alcohol and other drugs is a societal problem which has 
adverse effects on the school community, and may have lasting and damaging effects on the 
healthy development and academic performance of students. To ensure the safety, health, and 
well being of all students and staff, and to promote academic achievement for all students, the 
Board is committed to providing schools that are alcohol and drug free. The Board recognizes 
that the use of alcoholic beverages, controlled substances, marijuana and medical marijuana, or 
the possession of such substances or paraphernalia is harmful and will not be tolerated on school 
grounds or at any function or activity sponsored or supervised by Monroe Public Schools. This 
includes the sale, transfer, being under the influence of, or showing evidence of having used an 
illegal drug, alcoholic beverage, controlled substance, look-alike drug/substances purported to be 
a drug, and/or misuse of any prescription drug. The district will maintain an educational 
environment free of alcohol, tobacco and other drugs.

Further, students shall not possess, use, transmit, sell, be under the influence of, or show 
evidence of having used any substance capable of, or intended, purported, or presumed to be 
capable of altering a student’s mood, perception, behavior or judgment, other than correctly used 
over the counter pain relievers and medication prescribed by a licensed health care provider for 
an individual student.  The unlawful possession, use, or distribution of illicit and/or addictive 
drugs and alcohol, and the possession, use, or distribution of marijuana and medical marijuana,
on school premises or as any part of a school activity, to include the district athletic program,
field trips, and other activities away from school, is prohibited.

While the primary obligation for seeking substance abuse assessment and treatment rests with the 
student and the family, the district shall work with the home and community agencies to support 
the promotion of comprehensive community-wide substance abuse prevention programs which 
provide accessible youth treatment services employing best practices in substance abuse 
treatment.  The Board is committed to the development of a comprehensive substance abuse 
program which emphasizes drug and alcohol prevention, intervention, aftercare support, and 
necessary corrective action.   

The superintendent is directed to establish practices and procedures to implement and enforce 
this policy. Disciplinary practices and procedures are outlined in the Monroe Public Schools 
Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Regulations. Families will have opportunity to give input 
to the development of such practices and procedures.  
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