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MONROE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
COMMUNITY RELATIONS

BOARD POLICY GUIDELINE G9250

Guidelines for Flag Display -United States Flag

1. When flown from a stationary flagstaff, the United States flag may be flown twenty-four
hours per day, provided that the flag is properly illuminated during the hours of darkness;

2. When two or more flags are flown from the same staff, the United States flag should always
be at the peak of the staff;

3. When a flag of the State is displayed in front of a building from a separate staff alongside the
United States flag and the staffs are of equal height, the United States flag should be placed
in the honor position to the right of the other flags as observed while standing directly in
front of the building and facing out towards the flags. If the staffs are of unequal height, the
United States flag should be displayed from the tallest staff.

4. When the United States flag is carried in a procession with another flag, the United States
flag should be carried on the marching right or in front of the center of the line;

5. When the United States flag is displayed with another flag against a wall from crossed staffs,
it should be on the United States flag's right with the staff of the United States flag in front of
the staff bearing the other flag;

6. When the United States flag is displayed with a number of flags of states, localities or
pennants of societies and displayed from staffs, the United States flag should be at the center
of the group and at the highest point;

7. When the United States flag is displayed from a staff projecting from a building, the union of
the flag should be placed at the peak of the staff;

8. When the United States flag is displayed on a staff on a speaker's platform, the flag is to be
placed on the speaker's right. If the flag is with the audience, it is on their right and the
speaker's left;

9. When the United States flag is displayed flat against a wall on a speaker's platform, it should
be placed above and behind the speaker with the union in the upper left-hand corner as the
audience faces the flag.

Additional Guidelines for Display of the United States flag

The United States flag should:

� Never be displayed with the union down except as a signal of dire distress;
� Never be dipped to any person or thing;
� Never touch anything beneath it such as the ground, floor or water;
� Never be used as drapery, festooned, drawn back or up in folds;
� Never be fastened, used or stored in a manner that allows it to be easily torn, soiled or

damaged;
� Never be used as a drape or covering for a ceiling;
� Never have placed upon it or attached to it any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure design,

picture or drawing of any nature;
� Never be used for receiving, holding, carrying or delivering anything;
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� Never be embroidered on such items as cushions, handkerchiefs, costumes or athletic
uniforms and should not be printed on napkins, boxes or other items for temporary use and
subsequent disposal.

Guidelines for Flying at Half-Staff - United States Flag

There are a number of occasions upon which the United States flag is displayed at half-staff as a
symbol of mourning:

1. The flag is traditionally flown at half-staff from sunrise until noon on Memorial Day then
hoisted to full-staff for the remainder of the day;

2. The flag is flown at half-staff upon the issuance of a Presidential Proclamation declaring a
period of National mourning;

3. The flag is flown at half-staff for a period of thirty days following the death of a President of
the United States;

4. The flag is flown at half-staff for a period of ten days following the death of the Vice
President of the United States, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the United
States, or the Speaker of the United States House of Representatives;

5. The flag shall be flown at half-staff from the day of death until interment in the case of an
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court, a member of the Cabinet, a former
Vice President of the United States, the President pro tempore of the United States Senate,
the Majority Leader or Minority Leader of the United States House of Representatives.

Guidelines for Cleaning/Disposal -United States Flag

When the United States flag has become soiled, it may be either hand washed or dry cleaned,
depending upon the material from which the flag is constructed. When the flag is in such
condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem for display, it should be destroyed as a whole,
privately, preferably by burning.

Guidelines for Flying During Emergencies - United States Flag

To provide a simple and efficient system to rapidly assess and identify school facilities that may
require first response assistance after a significant earthquake or other disaster, the United States
flag will be used to indicate the status of the facility and personnel by the following:

� First response needed (life threatening situation exists) – fly flag upside down
� No first response needed – remove the flag


