
  
Grade 10 Summer Reading Assignment: Honors World Literature 2019-2020  
 
Purpose: Literature is a timeless tool for identifying social norms, social issues and 
how society functions as a whole. Without literature, we would lose an important part 

of our existence. Therefore, over the summer you will choose one piece of literature from below 
that will allow you to think about and discuss how literature applies to our daily lives.  

Choose from the following plays:  

1. Antigone by Sophocles  

2. Julius Caesar by Shakespeare  

3. Hamlet by Shakespeare  

4. Cyrano de Bergerac by Rostand  

5. Tartuff by Moliere  

Show Your Learning…A Layered Approach:  

1. Writing: Choose a play to read from the list above, annotate on your copy of the play, and 
type a one-page paper (double-spaced and MLA formatted) in which you include the 
following:  

a. What makes this piece timeless?  
b. What personal connections did you make to the play?  

2. Product:  Create a product that brings the timeless message(s) from the play to life.  
a. Some examples of products might be: a student made movie or Claymation, 

photographer’s gallery, paintings, models, compose literature-based music, songs, 
poetry collection, etc.  

b. Type up a one-paragraph description (MLA formatted* and no more than one page) 
of your connection and the timeless message(s) being displayed by your product.  

On the first day of school, please bring your annotated play, your paper, and your product. 
If you have any questions, please contact one of us! 
 
Berg and Vance 
bergmi@monroe.wednet.edu 
vancet@monroe.wednet.edu 
*For help with MLA format, please go to the following: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_guide/mla_gene
ral_format.html 
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Annotation Tips 
 
1. Make brief notes at the top of the page or on sticky notes to mark important plot events. 

2. If you are having difficulty understanding, stop and read again. Sometimes it is helpful to break a 

difficult passage or even sentence down into parts and try to understand it a little at a time. It is okay to do 

this. Good readers do it all the time. You may want to use a sticky note or the margin to write down your 

interpretation of the difficult text. 

3. Use check marks, asterisks, arrows, stars, etc. to mark important items or details. If you highlight, use 

different colors for different things and create a key for your color codes. 

4. Circle or highlight words that are unfamiliar or unusual. Try to figure out what the words mean through 

the way they are used; supplement your guesses by consulting a dictionary. 

5. Highlight phrases that describe important characters. 

6. Highlight words, images, and details that seem to form a pattern throughout the text. These patterns 

usually will lead the close reader to discover a thematic idea. 

7. Mark passages that you think might be symbolic. 

8. Highlight the use of figurative language. Look specifically for the common ones (simile, metaphor, 

allusion) and consider the author’s purpose for using that element in the story. It would be a good idea to 

take some notes in the margin so you will remember what you were thinking. 

9. If you get an idea, write it down! It may never occur to you again. 

10. Don’t mark everything!! If you mark too much, nothing will stand out and you will have defeated the 

purpose of annotating. 


