
 
Freshman year is a time of identity formation and self-realization. Oftentimes one’s character is shaped 
through the introduction of others’ perspectives and life lessons. Therefore, prior to entering the honors 
program at Monroe High School, students are required to read a memoir from the following list: 

● I am Malala by Malala Yusafzai 
● The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  by William Kamkwamba 
● This Boy’s Life by Tobia Wolff 
● October Sky (originally published as Rocket Boys) by Homer Hickam 
● The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls 
● A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier by Ishmael Beah 
● A Girl Named Zippy by Haven Kimmel 

 
After reading, please submit the following two-part project on Monday, September 10. 
 
Part I: 
 
Write a two to three page essay (12-point font, double-spaced) in which you create a theme statement and 
use specific text references to back up your analysis as well as real life examples to which you can apply the 
theme. We are not interested in a regurgitation of the memoir, but rather want to hear your thoughts on 
how the story impacted you. 

Part II: 
 
For the second half of the Summer Reading Project: 
 
Produce a photo and/or drawing montage of your own life’s memoir. Incorporate your first name in the 
montage. Pictures may include the following: 

● Important relatives, mentors, coaches, teachers, friends 
● Important places and experiences 
● Life-defining moments 

 
These photos/pictures need to be artistically displayed on an 11x17 poster along with your first name. Be 
prepared to discuss your chosen images or artwork with your Honors Humanities classmates. 

 

 



 Writing Rubric 

  9 - 10 
Mastery 

7 - 8 
Proficient 

5 - 6 
Developing 

1 - 4 
Emerging 

0 
Nothing 

Content 
The writing has a 
focused topic; ideas 
are clear and 
supported by detailed 
and accurate 
information. 

 
 

       

Organization 
The writing has an 
engaging beginning; 
relevant information 
is presented in a 
coherent manner; the 
ending is powerful 
and 
thought-provoking.  

 
 

       

Voice 
The author has a clear 
purpose and expresses 
himself/herself in an 
original and engaging 
way. 

 
 

       

Diction 
The author uses vivid 
words and phrases that 
show his/her 
thoughtfulness, 
intelligence and 
understanding of the 
topic. 

 
 

       

Mechanics 
The essay has 
well-constructed 
sentences and there 
are no errors in 
spelling, grammar, 
punctuation, 
capitalization, etc. 

 
 
 

       

 

Score: _________/50 
 

 


